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Chris.Ratter@highland.gov.uk
Area Environmental Health Manager

Dear Mr. Ratter

Alladale Zoo Licence Application – MCofS Comments

The main concern expressed by our membership with respect to the Alladale zoo licence was with the possibility of access being prevented to a significant expanse of land or smaller areas that give access along regularly used routes or gave access to larger areas of land. The three small enclosures that form the zoo licence application as presented do not pose a significant issue for hill walkers and climbers.

Our other primary concern was with respect to landscape impacts of addition of fence lines in open areas. The three enclosures and associated buildings in this application are all closely associated with existing tracks, wooded areas and other existing buildings, hence the MCofS does not consider there are significant additional negative impact on landscape.

The only concern MCofS has is the mis-match between the zoo licence details and the planning application for the associated structures. As noted above, one of our main concerns was the granting of a zoo licence to a larger area and any removal of access rights due to the animals that were released to roam in them. The zoo licence Section 4 lists amendments from the notice of intent. This does not list any removal from the application of the underpass between areas A and Aa. This underpass would enable release of the Bison into area A. This would be unacceptable to hill walkers using the area as would effectively prevent access onto Sron Ugaidh leading to Sron Gun Aran. Section 4 should be resubmitted with this significant amendment added such that there is documentary evidence of this significant change
Please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss these issues further.

Yours sincerely

Hebe Carus (Ms)
Access & Conservation Officer
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