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Green Highland Renewables Limited

Dear Mr Drummond

We agree that an EIA will be required as the proposed development is in an SSSI, SPA and SAC and is likely to affect features for which the area is designated, such as the oak woodland and otters.

The MCofS main interests in planning applications, such as this hydro scheme are the potential impacts on recreation access, visual amenity and landscape. The Isle of Mull is a popular location for mountaineers, including the hills that surround the proposed development location such as Beinn Talaidh to the north-west, and Dun Gaoithe / Sgurr Dearg to the north and Creach Beinn to the south-west.
No commonly used approach routes to any of the surrounding hills would be affected by development at the proposed location in terms of access. The small scale of the development means the elements described in the Initial Proposal Outline (September 2010) are unlikely to have a significant impact on the visual amenity or landscape from a mountaineering perspective. The outstanding issue not explained in that document is the proposed method of construction and the potential need for tracks to provide access to the intake or whether the penstock is to be undergrounded. These two elements would significantly increase the visual impact of the development and would result in habitat extent reduction for the oak wood interests. Additionally, the EIA must include impact on all the features of interest that may be impacted upon.
Please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss these issues further.

Yours sincerely

Hebe Carus (Ms)
Access & Conservation Officer
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