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Mountaineering Council of Scotland

Children in
Hill Walking and Mountaineering Clubs

Club Email-Questionnaire
November 2010
Dear Club Secretary

The MCofS is investigating how we can better help young people who wish to take up hill walking and mountaineering. 
  Currently most young people are introduced to climbing through climbing walls. There are few opportunities outside this arena for them to progress until perhaps they go to University. Therefore MCofS has supported them through youth climbing competitions and youth REALrock and we have helped establish 4 kids climbing clubs with close links with local walls that can help them progress to the outdoors safely.

  Traditionally Clubs have been the main group supporting new walkers and mountaineers, but these are mainly for new young adults.

  We would like to gain our member clubs’ views on whether you also support children as members, if you currently do not, or are willing to in the future, as well as understand what your concerns may be regarding operating with children.
  Children are defined as those under the age of 18 with regard to Child Protection legislation.
Please return the completed questionnaire (preferably by email or post to the MCofS Office) to me, Kevin Howett (Development Officer)
Thanks you for your help

Please indicate by ticking the relevant box (() and selecting Y (yes) or N (no) to each question
Name of Your Club:
	


Main Club Activities - please indicate:
	Hill Walking Summer
	Y/N
	Rock Climbing indoor
	Y/N

	Hill Walking Winter
	Y/N
	Rock Climbing Outdoor (SPORT)
	Y/N

	Scrambling
	Y/N
	Rock Climbing Outdoor (TRAD)
	Y/N

	Mountaineering
	Y/N
	Alpine Mountaineering
	Y/N

	Others:
	


Do you accept Children as members or undertake activities with children?

( YES

( NO

If NO (you do not have children as members):

Why? (you can answer more than one)
	Y/N
	Your members are unwilling to take responsibility for a young person

	Y/N
	Your members have no expertise to deal with young people

	Y/N
	Your club members do not wish to get involved because there is far too much bureaucracy involved (paperwork and administration)

	Y/N
	Your members do not wish to be checked by Disclosure Scotland

	Y/N
	You consider your club social activities are unsuitable for children

	Y/N
	Your social meets are in unsuitable locations (e.g. pubs)

	Y/N
	Your club is regarded as being for adults only

	Y/N
	You do not accept novices of any age

	Y/N
	You do not operate formal in-club training 

	Y/N
	Your members are interested in going outdoors with friends rather than organising training sessions for novices and children


Would you be willing to accept children in the future if:
	Y/N
	You had support from MCofS to do so. For example:

	
	Y/N

Y/N

Y/N

Y/N

Y/N
	Financial support for activities with children
Leadership training for your members (CWA, ML, SPA, FUNdas coaching etc)

Child protection training for your members

Help with issues relating to children within the club structure

Help with events organisation for children - advice and guidance

	Y/N
	Your members had more training in all aspects of catering for children

	Y/N
	Their parents also became members

	Y/N
	Even if their parents were not members

	Y/N
	You operated in partnership with another body (e.g. your wall / local authority)

	Other:
	Please State:




If YES (you do currently have children as members):

In what capacity? (you can answer more than one):

	Y/N
	Only if their parents are members of the club as well

	Y/N
	Only if their parents accompany their children and take full responsibility for them on any club meet

	Y/N
	Only if their parents are experienced in walking and mountaineering

	Y/N
	You accept children as members without their parents being members

	Y/N
	Parents must designate someone in loco-parentis if they are not attending

	Y/N
	You accept children as members with their parents even if they are not experienced walkers / climbers

	Y/N
	You have a separate children’s section within the club

	Y/N
	You work in partnership with a local youth group, school, climbing wall etc.

	Other:
	Please state:




	What is the minimum age of membership to your club?:
	


Are you aware of the MCofS Child Protection Policy?
( YES

( NO

	Do you have any comments about it?




Does your club have a child protection policy of its own?

( YES

( NO

Do you have a dedicated Child Protection or Youth Officer?

( YES

( NO

Have any of your members undertaken child protection training?
( YES

( NO

Have any of your members been Disclosure Checked?

( YES

( NO

Have you heard of the new Protection of Vulnerable Groups legislation?

( YES

( NO

Any other Comments:

	


Please return to Kevin Howett:

kev@mcofs.org.uk
The Old Granary, West Mill Street, Perth PH1 5QP
1

