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14 November 2011 For immediate release
Mountaineers call for clarification on Coire Cas parking charges

The Mountaineering Council of Scotland (MCofS) has sent the attached letter to the
Chief Executive of Cairngorm Mountain Limited (CML), highlighting concerns relating
to parking charges at Coire Cas.

The MCofS has three concerns which relate to the current voluntary parking scheme,
the use of voluntary donations, and the potential imposition of mandatory charging.

The MCofS believes that the current voluntary donation scheme trial is inadequately
signposted and that, as a result, visitors may be unaware that the scheme is in
operation. The MCofS is therefore urging CML to improve signage to avoid the
possibility that the voluntary donation scheme system will fail due to lack of public
awareness.

The MCofS is concerned that the income from voluntary car parking donations will be
used solely for CML general maintenance and running costs, as opposed to being
applied to environmental work in the National Park. The MCofS believes that car
park maintenance and snow clearance of the access road are essential for the
viability of CML'’s skiing, general tourism and funicular business and that these are
therefore essential operational costs.

Given the long tradition of free parking at Coire Cas for climbers and hill walkers, the
MCofS is fundamentally opposed to the imposition of mandatory car parking charges
and believe that such charges would constitute a charge for access.

The MCofS believes that these issues are relevant to all those who enjoy walking
and climbing in the northern Cairngorms and has asked CML to respond to its
concerns.

For further details please contact the MCofS Chief Officer, David Gibson, on 01738-
493 947 (office) or 07845-919 150 (anytime). Email: davidg@mcofs.org.uk

Ends


mailto:davidg@mcofs.org.uk

Notes for Editors:

The Mountaineering Council of Scotland (MCofS) acts to represent, support and promote Scottish
mountaineering.

MCofS is a membership organisation with 11,000 members representing hill walkers, climbers and
mountaineers, funded through a combination of membership subscriptions; non-governmental grants;
and investment from sportscotland, which supports public initiatives and services in mountain safety,
mountain weather information services, mountain leader training and the development and promotion
of mountaineering activities. MCofS is a not for profit company limited by guarantee and incorporated
in Scotland. Company number SC322717.



