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3/8/10
EIARegulations2010@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Dear Sir / Madam

The Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 2010: Consultation Paper
Please accept these comments from the Mountaineering Council of Scotland (MCofS). The MCofS is the representative body for hill walkers, climbers and ski tourers, and is the only national representative body of the sport of mountaineering in Scotland. We have 10,500 members, and are recognised by the Scottish Government as representing the interests of all mountaineers. Mountaineers contribute approximately £150 million to Scotland’s rural economy each year and are attracted to areas of Scotland where there are mountains, crags or a relatively wild experience.
The MCofS supports the proposals in paragraph 10, “that the thresholds in schedule 2 apply to the development as a whole once modified, and not just to the change or extension.” This will hopefully prevent the possibility of incremental development below EIA threshold increasing the overall development without sufficient impact assessment.
The MCofS supports paragraph 13 which, “proposes new provision such that any change or extension to a schedule 1 development, (where it is not a schedule 1 development in its own right) must always require to be screened.” This would reflect the logic that the EIA is about impact not the type of development, hence thresholds should be irrespective of Schedule type.
With reference to paragraph 21, we have concerns regarding the intention that ESs are only ever required for the extension. A situation where this may be inappropriate would be where an extension is proposed before construction of the original development. ESs and EIAs are essentially estimates of impact based on a set of assumptions. From our experience, land owners and communities sometimes have been surprised / disappointed by the reality when the development has been constructed compared to their expectations based on the ES. For this reason, in circumstances where an extension is proposed before construction of the original, MCofS would strongly suggest it would be appropriate to require the ES content to be for the entire development, not just the extension. The regulations would need to permit this flexibility and the current proposal fails to allow for this. Ideally, extensions should not be assessed until the original proposal has been constructed and the actual impacts are evident. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss these issues further.

Yours sincerely

Hebe Carus

Access & Conservation Officer
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