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NB: This publication and the information therein, may be produced free of charge in any format or medium for research, private study or the internal circulation within an organisation.  This is subject to it being reproduced accurately and not used in a misleading context.  The material must be acknowledged as Mountain Rescue Committee of Scotland copyright, and the title of the publication specified.  It should be noted that just fewer than 1000 reports were received from teams.  Incidents which may run for several days, or weeks, involve 6-8 teams and use over 1500 man – hours are classed as a single incident.

Mountaineering Incidents 2009

1. Only Mountaineering related incidents are in these figures.  Stalking and Mountain Biking are not included but are in the Non – Mountaineering table.  There is a rise in incidents of 4% compared to 2008.  This may be due to better reporting by teams or the effect of the credit crunch giving people more time off!  It is very difficult to equate to numbers on participating in mountaineering.  I have surveys for access to Ben Nevis summit by the mountain path which is annually in excess of 160,000 and some figures from Sports Scotland which is based only on Scottish nationals equating to 5,000,000 hill days annually by Scottish residents.  This gives a small insight into the use of the mountains by mountaineers.  There is a need for government funded bodies to collate participation in the mountains by visitors to Scotland’s mountains and give us good evidence of how many annually use our wonderful hills.  In addition and updated survey into the benefits’ gained by the Scottish economy annually form mountaineering.

2.   The three main types of incidents are hill walking in summer, 57.5% hill walking in winter 24.5% and winter climbing 3.1% are the most common categories of incident reported by teams.

3.  The number of fatalities has increased to 27 for Mountaineering incidents and is a rise of 13.5% from the reported 2008 figures.  There was a rise in fatalities in avalanches 6 in total over previous years and this is the subject of much debate and publicity.  I am currently engaged in a survey of 30 years avalanche incidents in Scotland with Bob Sharp and the SAIS which will be completed before next winter.  Heart attacks and illness resulted in 6 fatalities and the rest were slips, trips and falls and one person was killed in a river crossing.

4.   The Statistician is a member of the Scottish Mountain Safety Forum and will be able to provide up to date information to members.  I have also liaised with the Scottish Avalanche Service and Mountain Weather Service.  Mountaineers use these Services on a frequent basis for guidance and advice.  This will allow any trends discovered are discussed with the various agencies and to allow lessons learned to be passed on to the mountaineering public.

5.   Helicopters from the Royal Navy, RAF, Coastguard, Police and Ambulance Service continue to provide outstanding assistance to Mountain Rescue Teams.  Unfortunately there are some casualties who still think that if they need assistance for very minor ailments they will be “plucked of the hill” in any weather.  Fortunately the Police, Mountain Rescue Team Leaders and the ARCC monitor this problem and manage to filter such requests!

6.  “Border Reivers” Scottish Mountain Rescue Teams and SARDA Southern have assisted the Rescue Services in England and Wales on at least 10 occasions and these incidents are not included in the Scottish figures. Scottish Cave Rescue assisted teams on 5 occasions and are included in this report and are members of the Mountain Rescue Committee of Scotland.

7. The Police, Mountain Rescue Teams, MCA, RAF and RN Helicopters and the ARCC (Aeronautical Rescue Co -ordination Centre) are thanked for all their input and for assisting in completing incident reports.  In addition thanks to Mike Walker for his IT Support and Bob Sharp for all his historical and analytical advice. 

8.  The task of the Statistician is now a massive undertaking and has risen since dramatically since the early reporting in the SMC Journal, where from the earliest reports 1925 -1945 there were a total of 90 incidents.  Annually incidents are now in the region of 375 – 400 (with nearly 1000) reports. It is my view that this is now a two – person task to cope with this volume that occurs annually and I ask the Committee to look at this.  This would also allow stability in this vital area when one Statistician leaves or moves on.

9. Due to an increase in incidents in the Bennachie 528 metres (Inverurie area) there is now a new Mountain Rescue post for this “hot spot”. This will allow the local team’s quicker access for equipment.

10. Scottish Mountain Rescue Teams spent 41,801 person-hours in 2009 on incidents for the Police in comparison with 2008 person-hours were 28,000, a huge rise.  Team training and maintenance of equipment is not in this figure which would at least double the man - hours spent annually by teams in Scotland. 

11. The Scottish Mountain Rescue Committee has changed to a new type of reporting for Mountain Rescue incidents for 2010.  This will allow better use of the Statistics’ for use by teams and government agencies.  Bob Sharp is thanked for his huge contribution with this project and it is essential that all agencies use it and reporting is standardised throughout Scotland.

12. Teams and all Agencies are thanked for their assistance with this report.

Table 1:  Mountaineering Incidents

	Year
	Incidents
	Fatalities
	Injured
	No Trace
	Persons assisted

	2009
	402
	27
	228
	2
	560

	2008
	387
	20
	198
	3
	518

	2007
	333
	20
	154
	2
	522

	2006
	315
	30
	156
	1
	469

	2005
	321
	27
	173
	4
	447

	2004
	308
	18
	159
	1
	419

	2003
	289
	19
	151
	3
	393


Relative Risks Mountaineering Incidents 2000 -2009

The following table is taken from recent research into Scottish Mountaineering incidents.  Anyone interested should go to the website of the Mountaineering Council of Scotland - http://www.mcofs.org.uk/research.asp
Table 3:  Contributory Factors

	Poor Navigation
	23%

	Bad Planning
	18%

	Inadequate Equipment
	11%

	Medical Problems
	11%

	Poor Timing
	8%

	Group Separation
	7%

	River Crossing
	2%

	Avalanched
	2%


Non-Mountaineering Incidents 2009

1. These are on the increase (11% over the figure for 2008).  This seems to be mainly due to an increase in the rise in searches for suicide/depressed persons and the elderly.  As previously the use of some MRTs by the Police is changing.  The numbers of fatalities has increased dramatically; this is mainly due to searches for suicidal/depressed persons. Teams are now used to assist with civil contingencies such as flooding, heavy snow and even rail incidents in remote area by the emergency services.  Mountain Rescue in Scotland is a huge asset for the emergency services and has many skills and adaptability which may lead to changes in operational use for teams. 

Table 3:  Non - Mountaineering Incidents

	Year
	Incidents
	Fatalities
	Injured
	No Trace
	Persons assisted

	2009
	156
	58
	30
	10
	157

	2008
	141
	38
	25
	11
	134

	2007
	125
	28
	29
	12
	131

	2006
	117
	19
	32
	3
	117

	2005
	114
	16
	28
	9
	120

	2004
	86
	17
	15
	3
	81

	2003
	99
	15
	24
	14
	101


Yearly tables may change due to late submission of incidents by teams.

This is my final report as I retire at the beginning of May after nearly 40 years with the Mountain Rescue teams.  Many thanks for all the help and support during my time with you all. 

D Whalley Scottish Mountain Rescue Statistician
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