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Dear Sir / Madam
MCofS Response – Muaitheabhal Wind Farm Extension Scoping Report
Please accept these comments from the Mountaineering Council of Scotland (MCofS). The Mountaineering Council of Scotland (MCofS) is the representative body for hill walkers, climbers and ski tourers, and is the only national representative body of the sport of mountaineering in Scotland. We have 10,500 members, and are recognised by the Scottish Government as representing the interests of all mountaineers. Mountaineers contribute approximately £150 million to Scotland’s rural economy each year and are attracted to Scotland mainly where there are mountains, crags and a relatively wild experience. The MCofS interest in wind farms lie primarily in issues of public access and conservation. The latter includes biodiversity, soil and landscape. 

Firstly, on a procedural point, MCofS objects to the practice of applying for an extension before construction of the original consent. This effectively renders the whole development as one, and as such should be applied for as one development.
We are gravely concerned that the new proposed turbines are 20 metres taller than those discussed at the Public Inquiry for the original development, of which this is an extension. The ES for the extension will need to be able to illustrate this is acceptable without reference to previous consents for other turbines, and that the cumulative impacts are acceptable.
6 Landscape and Visual Amenity
SNH Search Areas of Wild Land are not designed to be used as pseudo-designations. The areas mapped indicate the best examples of wild land, but areas beyond those boundaries may have strong wild land characteristics to which SPP (NPPG14 is no longer current) statements about wildness are applicable. Additionally it is the landscape context of core areas of wild land that ensure they remain as wild land. Development cannot occur up to the notional edge of a core area without significantly damaging or removing, depending upon carrying capacity of the landscape, the wildness character. Visual impact from core areas looking outward can have as much impact as looking into the area. This applies to issues with assessing impact on wild land and cumulative impacts.
14 Air Quality and Climate

There needs to be consideration of not only the potential positive impact on greenhouse gas emission savings, but also the likely actual level of this benefit. Also the negative impact of direct disturbance to peat, and wider impact of drying out of soils both releasing carbon and foregoing the benefit of carbon that would have been captured by the peat if it were still intact in the ftre. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss these issues further.

Yours sincerely

Hebe Carus

Access & Conservation Officer
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