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For immediate release
Mountaineering Council of Scotland elects new President: “The key challenge is the enormous threat to the mountain landscape from developers”

MCofS members elected Brian Linington as President at their Annual General Meeting on Saturday 3 September. Brian was originally elected to the volunteer Board of the MCofS in 2008 and has chaired Board meetings since 2009, with further responsibility for Strategy. He replaces Chris Townsend who had reached the term of his period of office.

Brian, an active mountaineer who lives in Plockton on the west coast of Scotland, expressed his appreciation of members’ confidence in him following the vote, and stated:

 “Mountaineering covers a range of activities from indoor climbing and hill walking, to outdoor climbing and expeditions in remote places. My aims for the period of my Presidency include improved engagement with our members as we strive to better-represent and support their interests. 

I also want to see the MCofS continue to provide the best possible advice and information concerning safety and skills, with the aims of improving self- reliance and minimising mountaineering incidents.

A key challenge for me and for the MCofS – and for the many that simply enjoy the landscape of Scotland for its recreational value, or who gain a sense of well-being from the mountains – is the enormous threat to the mountain landscape from developers. I will be leading a review into our conservation policies to ensure we articulate our concerns and maximise our impact with the limited resources available.

Since being elected to the Board in 2008, I feel that I have been fortunate to work with colleagues, other volunteers and staff, and be part of a team who have worked hard to turn the MCofS into the best organisation possible. In saying that, there is still much to be done so that we can continue to work for our members cost-effectively, and in an open and democratic way.”

For further information contact David Gibson on davidg@mcofs.org.uk or 07845-919150, or go to the MCofS website at: http://www.mcofs.org.uk.
Ends
Notes for Editors:

The Mountaineering Council of Scotland (MCofS) acts to represent, support and promote Scottish mountaineering.

MCofS is a membership organisation with 11,000 members representing hill walkers, climbers and mountaineers, funded through a combination of membership subscriptions; non-governmental grants; and investment from sportscotland, which supports public initiatives and services in mountain safety, mountain weather information services, mountain leader training and the development and promotion of mountaineering activities.  MCofS is a not for profit company limited by guarantee and incorporated in Scotland.  Company number SC322717.

