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The Mountaineering Council Of Scotland

The Old Granary

West Mill Street

Perth  PH1 5QP

Tel: 01738 493947

Mob: 07845 919150

davidg@mcofs.org.uk
www.mcofs.org.uk
Issued 16 April 2009 by email

TO MCofS CLUB MEMBERS

FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE SECRETARY AND OFFICE BEARERS

MCofS UPDATE FOR MEMBERS OF CLUBS

We ask Club Secretaries to kindly ensure that members of your club are circulated with this information and receive it in good time for them to participate in MCofS members’ meetings which will be held in June at 5 venues across Scotland.

If you receive and circulate this Update by email, your members can access web-based documents by pressing CTRL + clicking on the links provided in this document. If you receive this letter by hard copy, it means that we do not have an up to date email address for your club. Please help us reduce costs by advising us of an appropriate email contact to membership@mcofs.org.uk. 

In this update:

1. MCofS on the Road June 2009: Meet our Directors and Staff – and have your say
2. What’s happening at Your MCofS? Our work and achievements on your behalf
3. Invitation to the Annual Gathering – 5 September 2009: All are welcome
4. New Benefit for Members of MCofS Clubs: Travel and Holiday Insurance savings
5. Duplicate Club Member subscriptions: How your members can apply for a refund
6. Formal notices: Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) and Annual General Meeting 2009

7. Revised Articles of Association - Special Resolution at the EGM

1. MCofS on the Road June 2009

As advised to you in my letter dated 5 March 2009, MCofS will be holding a series of 5 meetings across Scotland in June – in Inverness, Perth, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Aberdeen. This is your chance to meet directors and staff from YOUR MCofS. Full details of the venues including maps and climbing facilities are available on the MCofS website here. In summary, dates and venues are:

Inverness - Tuesday 9 June

Inverness Leisure Centre, Bught Lane, Inverness, IV3 5SS

Perth – Tuesday 16 June

McDiarmid Park, Crieff Road, Perth, PH1 2SJ

Edinburgh / Ratho – Thursday 18 June 

Edinburgh International Climbing Arena: Ratho, South Platt Hill, Newbridge, Edinburgh, EH28 8AA

Glasgow / Braehead - Tuesday 23 June 

Xscape / SNO!zone Scotland, Kings Inch Road, Braehead, Renfrew, PA4 8XQ

Aberdeen - Thursday 25 June 

Transition Extreme, Links Road, Queens Links, Aberdeen, AB24 5NN

 

The evening starts from 19.00 with arrival and a chance to meet old and new friends over some tea or coffee, and the actual meetings commence at 19.30. 

We will present MCofS’ Strategic Plan 2009-2013, and discuss organisational changes which have been approved by the MCofS Executive, which are considered necessary to improve the management of the organisation and to ensure the effective implementation of the plan.

The organisational changes require some amendments to the MCofS Articles of Association, and revised Articles will be the subject of a Special Resolution at an Extraordinary General Meeting on 5 September 2009 during the next Annual Gathering. 

There will also be an open forum and this is a great opportunity to put your views and suggestions direct to the MCofS. You can also enjoy the venues - all except Perth offer climbing and other entertainment and refreshment opportunities. 

Tell us if you plan to come: It will help us with catering arrangements (and save money) if you can let us know by email if you intend coming along to the meetings. PLEASE email admin@mcofs.org.uk and let us know how many will be in your party. We would like to know numbers by the end of May and any help you can give us to ensure we get the numbers right for refreshments will be appreciated.

We hope you will be able to join us and look forward to seeing you and your members in June.

2. What’s happening at Your MCofS? 

Some members have asked us to provide details about MCofS work – for example action taken and achievements. Most of the work we undertake is reported in The Scottish Mountaineer or on the website www.mcofs.org.uk .

In March, we published a summary report on the website which provides concise details covering the period 2007-2009. The report will also be featured in the May 2009 edition of The Scottish Mountaineer. 

The report: 

· Demonstrates how we represent, support and promote Scottish mountaineering. 

· Summarises our key achievements on behalf of members and other mountaineers over the last two years 

· Demonstrates how we actively and effectively represent mountaineering interests through our work with partners, government agencies and other organisations 

· Identifies opportunities for members of clubs and individual members who may wish to help us act to represent, support and promote Scottish mountaineering.

We ask club secretaries to bring this information to the attention of your members. Thank you.

3. Invitation to the Annual Gathering – 5 September 2009

The Annual Gathering will be held on 5 September 2009 and will include activities, events and some great food and music. While we are still finalising speakers we can promise a day full of interest with something for everyone, plus the necessary formalities of an Extraordinary General Meeting and the AGM.

We have finalised some details about the events and activities already and the website has an Annual Gathering Information section, which has full details, accommodation options, how to book, and the latest news.

All are welcome. Please extend this invitation to your members. 

4. Travel and Holiday Insurance savings

For many years MCofS and the BMC have combined resources to offer their members one of the best travel insurance schemes available. Individual MCofS members and members of MCofS clubs enjoy the same entitlement to these travel insurance schemes as BMC members.

With immediate effect members of MCofS clubs who wish to purchase couples or family travel insurance now have the facility to do so without their family members having to be members of the MCofS. This saves the cost of MCofS family membership, which this year is £45.25. The only cost applied to this service is an insurance administration charge which is £10.00 per policy, in addition to the cost of a couples or family travel policy.

Further information on how to obtain this saving is on the MCofS website here.

Please pass this information on to your members.

5. Duplicate Club Member subscriptions: How your members can apply for a refund

Members of two clubs may pay two MCofS registration subscriptions (£13.00 per annum) through their club subscriptions. While many chose to regard the payment of the duplicate registration as a donation to the work of the MCofS, in these tough economic times it is understandable that some may want to have the MCofS element of their club subscription refunded.

Organising the refund is not complicated but we need to ensure that our database is in perfect order and that all members of clubs are registered with us for insurance purposes. It is the responsibility of the individual who requires the refund to make the necessary request to MCofS and details of the process have been published on our website here.

Please pass this information on to your members.

6. Formal notices: Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) and Annual General Meeting 2009

On 15 April 2009, we published formal notices of the forthcoming Extraordinary General Meeting and the Annual General Meeting 2009. These take place during the Annual Gathering at Glenmore Lodge, on 5 September 2009, with registration commencing at 16.00.

We would stress that the EGM and AGM are open to all members of clubs and that all are welcome. 

Please extend this invitation to your members. 

7. Revised Articles of Association - Special Resolution at the EGM

The need for an Extraordinary General Meeting is due to the Executive’s decision to request members to amend the Articles of Association. My letter to you dated 15 March 2009 outlined the background to the decision and perceived benefits from the changes.

The Revised Articles of Association showing the proposed changes may be downloaded from here.

The revisions to the Articles are important and we wish to ensure that your members are able to understand the reasons for the proposed changes to the organisation and management of your MCofS. Please pass on this information to your members.

/ Continued

In Conclusion

We hope that you and your colleagues will be able to join us at the forthcoming Members’ meetings. There are no limits on attendance and we are encouraging both club and individual members to join us for what should be a series of interesting and informative meetings.

Yours sincerely 
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David Gibson

Chief Officer

01738-493947

davidg@mcofs.org.uk
The Mountaineering Council of Scotland is a not for profit company limited by guarantee.

Incorporated in Scotland. Company number SC322717










