[image: image1.wmf]The Mountaineering Council Of Scotland

The Old Granary

West Mill Street



Perth  PH1 5QP

01738 493942
(messages only)

hebe@mcofs.org.uk 

www.mcofs.org.uk


1/9/10

david.robertson@scottishwoodlands.co.uk
Dear Mr. Robertson

Storr Woodland Forest Plan Scoping 4352377
Our interests are based around access and conservation and would expect built into the plan the maximum access possible and the most beneficial practices and plans for landscape and ecological with particular focus being on avoiding extra tracks or fences or more visually impacting planting / felling.

 

Specific comments are as follows

1. Felling should be planned in such a way that there is always a realistic diversion of path access towards the Old Man of Storr 

2. It would be beneficial to the landscape and biodiversity if there was a soften of the hard edges of the forestry block 

3. Biodiversity and landscape would benefit from a greater species mix, including a proportion of locally native species 

4. Path maintenance should also be part of the plan, including recently (these may have already been rectified) reported broken catch ont he gate at the upper gate of the main oath where it leaves the forestry block and requirement for improved drainage in this area 

Please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss these issues further.

Yours sincerely

Hebe Carus (Ms)
Access & Conservation Officer
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